
Week Two 
James 1:1-12

Faith & Trials

1.  Trial defined:  Any difficulty in life that may _____________________________ our faithfulness to Christ.

a.  The emphasis is not on what the trial is, but what the trial ________________________ .

2.  Trials are ____________________________ .

a.  We should ________________________ them.

b.  We should ________________________ for them.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you.

1 Peter 4:12

3.  Trials serve a __________________________ .

a.  They serve the purpose of  ______________________ us.

1.  Trials test the strength of our ________________________ .  They make visible to us the 
      invisible substance of our faith.

2.  The outcome of the test cannot be measured by our _____________________________ 
 
                               circumstances, but by the ______________________________ progression of our faith.

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. 

2 Corinthians 3:18

4. Trials are ______________________________ .  

Trials   —————>   Steadfastness   —————>   Spiritual Wholeness.

 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 
so that the tested genuineness of your faith…may be found to result in praise and glory 

and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
1 Peter 1:7
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5.  Trials are not ________________________________ .

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
By his wounds you have been healed.

1 Peter 2:24

6.  In the midst of these trials, ______________________________ is available.

a.  When we ask for wisdom we must ask from a position of _____________________________ .

b.  Asking in faith means that the answer God gives does not determine _________ ________ ______ .
     Faith know who God is before the answer is given.

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

Hebrews 11:1

7.  Both _______________________ and ________________________ can threaten our faithfulness to Christ.  

a.  Because of this, either condition can be counted as a trial.

8.  Trials have an _______________________ .

So we do not lose heart.
2 Corinthians 4:16

9.  The trial withstood leads to ________________________________ .

a.  _______________________ is our prize.

b.  We “count it all joy” not because the trial is worthy of our joy, but because ___________________ is.

I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…
Philippians 3:8

10.  In the face of trials, James calls us to a _____________________________ commitment to Christ.
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